
Wilhoit named to HSO 
by ElS.n Horowlta 

Staff Wrtter 

Donald 0. Willhoit of the UNC School of 
Public Health wu appointed dlrccior of the 
ac:w c:ampus Hcalih and Safety Office (RSO) 
July I, io orde,- to comply with the 
oocupatioruil safety gwdcllnes of tho Nonb 
CaroliJla Safety and Health Act, wbioh goes 
into effect All&, I , 

Willhoit beads a Ital'£ of 14 in Veoablc 
Hall eharllO(I with in...upting oomplaints 
of safety and health hazarda and developing 
a oompreheosive plan IO iJ1Jure tbcsafetyof
Uoivenlty laboratorin, dOJ'll'"A and other 
faiilities. 

·The IDOII difficult problems WC rue 

conomt fire protection and facililiesdesia:n." 
Wlllboit oaid Monday. "The fire safety of 
hi&h-rise donns is partlcularJyoontroverolal, 
ll1'd the ones here do not meet the otllftdardo 
of new Cbapel Hill fire codes adopted since 
they were buih." 

He said one of the Office•, lint priorities 
wollld be to increase the number of ftre 
extin,uishero ll1'd ins,!ail new alarm syitcms1 
in the dorms. "I believe the bu.ildinp arc 
basically safe, but .-nt dauten like the 
one in Brazil raise questiona about just bow 
fireproof suPJ>()ledly safe IIUUct\lres really 
are." 

A r," lut winter in a modem high-rise 
office buildins in Sao Paulo, Brull, killed 
several dozen penons trapped in the top 

stories of what was said to be a fin,prool 
llrllcturc. 

The Health and Safety Office will also 
supervioe UNC't radiation tafety program, 
headed by Francis 8.dcFrlm, who hu been 
named usociatc dim:tor of the new office. 
Seven Univeraity departments use 
radloac:liYe materials in their laboratorica 
for research and iDotruction. 

Other laboralOriet utilixe a-.idcvarictyof 
toxic material,, ranaing from carcinogens 10 
poisonout cbemlcab ouch u mercury. Safety 
program• for these facU!ties are alto being 
studied. Lui year, an accident in a zoology 
laboratory tent several und.c:rgrad11ates to 
tbe hotpital wltb mild cases of mercury
poisoning. 


